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Maharaja's affections, on one of his rare visits to his jynaaa.
Olga rejoiced at the prospect of new clothes of any kind,
for her own had fallen into a state of frowsiness, owing to
the squalor in which she had lived since her banishment
from the Maharaja's wing. After inspecting the English
girl's wardrobe, which the Maharani had insisted upon
the ayahs strewing over her dressing-room floor, the
ruler's wife went to her cupboards and, with the eager-
ness of a child with a new toy, set about the business of
disguising her English teacher. She selected from
amongst the piles of clothes, that had formed part of her
wedding outfit, cfolis? petticoats, saris* none of which
fitted Olga. Indian women are altogether different in
shape from Europeans, and to see Olga's breasts pro-
trude where they should have been concealed and her
flat stomach fail to support the voluminous petticoats
caused the Maharani infinite mirth. Eventually, the
Princess told an ayah to take Olga's measurements and
instruct the dar^i to make Olga Indian garments, because
the tailor, being a male, could not on any account be
permitted to enter the %enana.

"You must have an Indian name," remarked the
Princess, delighted to indulge her passion for intrigue.
"You shall be Hira, meaning a diamond, for that'll
remind us of the grievous wrong my husband has done

me/'

Owing to the monotony of her days and to the ab-
sence of calendars in the Maharani's suite, Olga allowed
the weeks to slip by unchecked. She had no com-
munication with the Maharaja, saw nobody beyond
the Maharani and the ajahs and never left the Princess's
apartments* Olga quickly acquired fluent Hindi, as well
as a veneer of Indian mannerisms, and this gratified the
Raja's wife. The girl's misery, however, surpassed her
unhappiness during the War, and she longed for the day
when death would bring release.
1 Short bodices that confine the bust.      2 Indian women's draperies*